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June 3, 2025 
 
 
 
Sen. Sue Shink 
Chair, Natural Resources & Agriculture Committee 
Michigan Senate 
P.O. Box 30036 
Lansing, MI 48909-7536 
 
RE: MichBio Opposition to SB 223 
 
Dear Sen. Shink, 
 
I am writing to express my opposition to SB 223 which would require Michigan-based research institutions to 
submit unnecessary, additional reports concerning the use of animals in research beyond those already 
mandated under federal law. 
 
MichBio, as the advocate of Michigan’s life sciences community which conducts ethically responsible and 
scientifically valuable research involving animals, respectfully urges you to consider the extensive and robust 
framework already in place at the federal level. Under the Animal Welfare Act (AWA), the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) requires regular and detailed reporting on the species and number of animals 
used, the nature of research protocols, and the measures taken to ensure animal welfare. In addition, 
institutions that receive funding from the National Institutes of Health (NIH) must also comply with the Public 
Health Service (PHS) Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, which is enforced through the 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLAW). 
 
These federal frameworks already require: 

• Annual reporting of animal use data to the USDA, including justification for the use of animals and 
consideration of alternatives. 

• Oversight by Institutional Animal Care and Use Committees (IACUCs), which review and approve 
research protocols involving animals. 

• Regular inspections and potential audits by federal agencies to ensure compliance with welfare 
standards. 

• Mandatory training for personnel and stringent facility standards. 
 
Imposing additional state-level reporting requirements would not only duplicate these efforts but also create 
unnecessary administrative burdens that divert resources away from vital research and animal care. This 
redundancy offers no added benefit to animal welfare or public transparency, given that much of the federally 
required information is already accessible to the public. 
 
Most importantly, SB 149 as passed in the 2023-2024 legislative session and signed into law by Gov. Whitmer, 
already defines the reporting requirements for those facilities using animals in research. There is no reason to 
redeliberate the matter as proposed in this new legislation, SB 223.  
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It is also essential to correct any misconceptions that federal mandates now prohibit the use of animal testing. 
The FDA Modernization Act 2.0 enacted in 2022 permitted the use of alternative methods in preclinical testing 
for human drugs, though it does not prohibit animal testing nor focuses on animal testing for animal drugs. 
Rather, it provides flexibility for human drug developers to use newer, validated non-animal methods when 
appropriate. Moreover, while the FDA recently announced a pilot program to explore alternative methods for 
evaluating human drug safety and efficacy, this initiative is part of a broader effort to modernize testing 
approaches and does not eliminate the current regulatory allowance for animal testing. Animal studies remain a 
critical component of ensuring the safety and efficacy of medical therapies when alternatives are not yet 
sufficient or validated. 
 
In summary, Michigan’s research institutions already adhere to rigorous federal standards that ensure humane 
treatment of animals and scientific integrity. This legislation is redundant, could impair research efforts in the 
state, and may confuse the public about current regulatory practices. I respectfully urge you to oppose this 
measure and support science-based, efficient regulation that advances both public health and animal welfare. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. I would welcome the opportunity to discuss this issue further and 
provide additional information on the rigorous oversight and accountability already governing animal research. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Stephen Rapundalo, PhD 
President and CEO 


